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Village of Taylor Springs  
Regular Meeting Minutes 

T.S. Community Building 
613 E. Main St. Taylor Springs, IL  62089 

For Tuesday, November 18th, 2024  --  6:00 PM 
 

The following are minutes of a regular meeting of the Taylor Springs Board held at 6:00 pm on Tuesday, 
November 18, 2024 at the Village Community Building.  The meeting started at 6:00 pm.  
 

ROLL CALL:  Present:  Village President Harry Jackson.  Trustees: Wally Delong, Linda Marsh, Sheri 
Reynolds, Patty Rufus and Joann Seward.  
Absent:    Elwin Saathoff  
Others Present:   Alicia Granito Kane Harrell, Brian Redman, Melanie Sherer and Warren Hall.    
 

Guests:    Steve Hanner.  
 
Public Comments:  Steve Hanner gave an update on his family’s use of the Outpost for his daughter’s 
wedding.  He said overall it was a very good experience however he said a freezer, fridge and stove were 
needed to make it easier to have events there.  An issue of some mold in a bathroom was addressed by Kane 
and Johnny.  
 

APPROVAL OF THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES of October 22nd, 2024– Motion by Marsh 
and second by Delong to approve the minutes from August 20th, 2024.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
The Civility Pledge was read. 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Community Building Report Update and Approval:  The board discussed the issues of the items needed 
that Steve Hanner brought up. 
Public Works Department Report  Kane Harrell shared his monthly written report and stated there are 
no updates on Phase IV of the water project until March.     

 Roof Bids at Village Hall:  Harrell reported he reviewed the three bids that were submitted and 
recommended going with Five Star Roofing as they offered a 20-year warranty, and the bid price 
was $24,820.  Motion by Rufus and second by Reynolds to approve the bid from Five Star in 
the amount of $24,820 for the Village Hall roof and to use ARPA money.  All in favor motion 
carried. 

 New Generators Update:  Harrell reported the two generators for the lift stations were ordered and 
they are on back order.  Payment will come out of the water and sewer fund and once the proof of 
payment is sent to the County, they will reimburse the $55,250 of their ARPA funds they approved 
previously.   

 
Fire Department Report, Update and Approvals: – Fire Chief Brian Redman shared his monthly written 
fire department report and said they continue to work on the grant for a new fire house.  The small equipment 
grant is for $26,000 which is for five sets of turn out gear.  Redman said they paid the grant writer fee to 
Dan Rogers.  Discussion took place about possibly adding on to the Outpost for the new Fire Department.  
The annual pump test will take place this Friday and there is one tire on the Engine getting fixed at Rt. 66. 
Redman reported they had a good turnout for the Music BINGO fundraiser and will most likely have another 
one.  Rufus stated she has been checking into the new OSHA laws for fire departments and wants more 
information before proceeding to accept a grant for the new building.  Redman stated they had a good 
turnout for Halloween trick or treating and had about 160 kids. 
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Police Department Report Update and Approvals: – Police Chief Hall emailed his monthly written 
report and said he had nothing further to report.   
Treasurer’s Report Update/Approval:  Melanie Sherer shared Treasurer’s reports for previous month. 
Reynolds reported that the audit is being worked on by the auditor in Taylorville and the audit deadline was 
extended.  President Jackson asked if they would come and give a presentation of the completed audit. 
Motion by Rufus and second by Seward to approve the Treasurer’s report.  All in favor, motion 
carried.  
Review and Approval of Village Bills:   The board discussed and approved the regular monthly bills.   A 
list of all bills paid was provided and there was nothing out of the ordinary.  Motion by Marsh and second 
by Reynolds to approve the payment of the regular bills.  All in favor, motion carried.     
 
Attorney Granito’s Report:   

 County Animal Control Municipal Contract for Services.   Attorney Granito said the municipal 
contract was discussed at the Mayor’s Meeting that was held on Wednesday, September 25, 2024 
and we are waiting for the next Mayor’s meeting scheduled in January to address come concerns.  

 Ordinance #659, Grocery Sales Tax:  Attorney Granito explained the legislation that passed 
regarding the Grocery Sales tax and General Sale’s tax and it was presented to the board for review.   
Motion by Marsh and second by Rufus to approve Ordinance #659 for the Grocery Sales Tax. 
All in favor, motion carried.  

 Montgomery Solar Project Agreement:  Apex Energy, developer of Montgomery Spring Solar 
LLC drafted a Compensation and waiver of siting authority for the solar project being located just 
south of the Outpost on Dorothy Race’s property.  Attorney Granito stated a public hearing would 
need to be held.  After some discussion, Reynolds asked if the regular December meeting could be 
moved up a week due to the Christmas Holidays.   Motion by Delong and second by Seward to 
move the meeting to December 10th, 2024 at 5:45 pm.  All in favor, motion carried.  

 Attorney Granito stated she is researching legislation where the Village can tax for Streaming  
services.   
 

President’s Report, Update and Approvals: – Jackson stated the lots on Brown Street and Division 
Streets were once put out for bid as surplus property but we didn’t get any bids.  Discussion took place on 
putting those lots up for sale.  
   
Village Clerk Report Update and Approvals: – Chris Daniels reported that since she was elected to the 
Montgomery County Board on November 5th, an issue of it being a conflict with also being the Village 
Clerk.  Daniles submitted a letter of resignation as Village Clerk effective November 30th.  A job 
classification was put in last week’s paper and interviews will be done at a special meeting on November 
26th, 2024.    Both Attorney Granito and Daniels researched the state statutes because initially the state 
compatibility of offices  report says the two positions are compatible as the Village Clerck has no voting 
rights for the Village.  There is a footnote regarding the compatibility which once we looked into it, the 
statute says the two are not compatible.  

 
Old BUSINESS – Update/Approvals:   

 Unkept Properties:  Discussion took place on the ongoing issue of a couple of unkept derelict properties in 
the Village.  Attorney Granito said there has been some communication with the owners and the properties 
on Hamilton and Water Streets will be put up for sale.  

 Taylor Springs Lagoon: Jackson met with Pretnar regarding the Elam property and the lagoon.  Rufus 
suggested that Attorney Granito attend any future meetings.  
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New Business – Update/Approvals:  Lease on Page Trailer in the community building parking lot.  Marsh asked if 
the lease should be increased since there are two trailers there now and his original lease was for $1,000 for one 
trailer.   
Regarding the property dispute between the Richardsons and Mr. Hamby, Granito stated this is a civil case and we 
are out of it.  The Village has no authority in this issue.  
Executive Session:  Motion by Marsh and second by Reynolds to enter into executive session for Personnel and 
lease negotiations.  All in favor, motion carried.  Time 7:07 pm. 
Motion to come out of Executive session by Marsh and second by Seward.  All in favor, motion carried.  Time: 
7:35 pm.  
The employee sections of the Ordinance will be looked at and possibly amended at the next meeting.  
Motion by Marsh and second by Delong to raise the lease amount to $1,450 per year for the two trailers.  All 
in favor, motion carried.  A letter will be sent to Mr. Page regarding the amended lease amount.   
Finance and Personnel Committee Report Update/Approval:  The ARPA balance is about $28,000.    
Fire, Police, Public Safety & Health and Welfare Committee Report Update/Approval:   Nothing further   
Streets/Alleys, Parks, Water & Seward, Building & Grounds Committee Report Update and Approvals:   
ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
SCHEDULE CHANGES:   
APPOINTMENTS:  None 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None 
ADJOURN:  Motion to adjourn by Seward and second by Reynolds. All in favor, motion carried.  
TIME:  7:45 PM.    
Until the Next Regular Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, November 10th, 2024. 
Village President:  Harry Jackson   Village Clerk:  Christine Daniels   



NO	RECORD	OF	
MINUTES	FOR	
DECEMBER	17TH,	
2024	MINUTES	TO	
BE	FOUND	ON	FILE	




